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PREAMBLE

RECOGNIZING the need to promote high value low volume tourism;

CONSIDRING the importance to promote year round destination
and foster regional spread of tourism; AND

CREATING an enabling environment for a vibrant tourism industry;

The Parliament of the Kingdom of Bhutan hereby enacts as follows:

CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY

Title
1. This Act is the Tourism Levy Act of Bhutan 2020.

Commencement

2. This Act comes into force on the 11" Day of the 5" Month of the
Iron Male Rat Year corresponding to the 1% Day of July 2020.

Application

3. This Act applies to leisure tourist visiting to Bhutan.

Tourism Levy Act of Bhutan 2020 11
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Repeal

4. This Act hereby repeals Tourism Levy Exemption Act of Bhutan
2018.

CHAPTER 2
TOURISM LEVY

5. An international leisure tourist shall be liable to pay tourism
levy of USD 65 per night halt as Sustainable Development Fee.

6. A regional leisure tourist shall be liable to pay concessional
tourism levy of Nu. 1200 per night halt as Sustainable
Development Fee.

CHAPTER 3
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Tourism Council of Bhutan
7. The Tourism Council of Bhutan shall:

(1) be the competent authority to verify and ensure proper
compliance as per this Act;

(2) review and recommend the revision of the tourism levy as
per the law; and

(3) submit a bi-annual report on the tourism levy to the Ministry
of Finance and to the Parliament.

Tourism Levy Act of Bhutan 2020 |2
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CHAPTER 4
OFFENSE AND PENALTIES
Offense

8. It shall constitute as an offense, if a person fails to submit the
required supporting document or submit false document.

Penalties

9. A person contravening Section 8 of Chapter 4 of this Act shall
be liable to fines as per the Rules and Regulations under this Act.

CHAPTERS
MISCELLANEOUS

Access to Information

10. The Tourism Council of Bhutan certified accommodation
providers or any other tourism service providers shall provide or
facilitate access to document or information required by Tourism
Council of Bhutan for monitoring and verification.

11. Relevantagency shall provide information to Tourism Council of
Bhutan regarding tourist visiting Bhutan to facilitate monitoring
and verification.

Tourism Levy Act of Bhutan 2020 13
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Authoritative Text

12. The Dzongkha text shall be the authoritative text, if there exists
any difference in meaning between the Dzongkha and English
texts.

Rule Making Power

13. The Tourism Council of Bhutan shall frame Rules and
Regulations for the effective implementation of this Act.

Definition

14. In this Act the following terms shall have the meanings indicated
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) “Leisure tourist” means a person taking a trip to a main
destination outside his or her usual environment for less
than a year for holiday and leisure.

(2) “International leisure tourist” means the Nationals of
Countries other than Bangladesh, Maldives and India.

(3) “Regional Leisure Tourist” means Nationals of India,
Bangladesh and Maldives. However, it will not include
those who come for business, construction work and
employment as per existing rules.

(4) “Tourism levy” means USD 65 levied per person per BED
night halt for international leisure tourists and Nu. 1200
levied per person per BED night halt for regional leisure
tourist termed as Sustainable Development Fees (SDF).

Tourism Levy Act of Bhutan 2020 |4
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