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Preamble

WHEREAS the need for targeted intervention was felt to improve
tourism growth in eastern Dzongkhags and incentivize international
leisure tourist through exemption of toursim levy.

The Parliament of the Kingdom of Bhutan do hereby enacts as
follows:

Chapter 1
Preliminary
Title
1. This Act shall be called Tourism Levy Exemption Act of
Bhutan 2018.
Commencement

2. This Act comes into force on the 22" Day of the 11" Month
of the Fire Female Bird Year corresponding to the 8" Day of
January 2018.

Implementation

3.  The Act shall be implemented from the day the Act is
introduced by the Finance Minister in the National Assembly
of Bhutan on 16" day of November 2017.
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Application
4. This Act applies to international leisure tourist traveling to
the eastern circuit.

5. The tourism levy exemption for the eastern circuit shall expire
by 31%day of December month 2020.

Objects
6. The objects of this Act are:

(1) to grant tourism levy exemption for the eastern circuit;
and

(2) matters incidental thereto.

Chapter 2
Tourism Levy

7. An international leisure tourist shall be liable to pay tourism
levy of USD 65 per night halt.

Chapter 3
Exemption of Tourism Levy

Exemption of Tourism Levy

8.  An international leisure tourist visiting eastern circuit shall
be exempted from payment of applicable tourism levy for the
duration of their stay.
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Chapter 4
Roles and Responsibilities

Tourism Council of Bhutan
9.  The Tourism Council of Bhutan shall:

(1)

2)

€)

Offense

be the competent authority to verify and ensure proper
compliance as per this Act;

review and recommend the revision of the tourism levy
as per the law; and

submit a bi-annual report on the tourism levy exemption
to the Ministry of Finance.

Chapter 5
Offense and Penalties

10. It shall constitute as offense, if a person:

(1)

2)

€)

avails the exemption in contravention to the purpose
mentioned in this Act;

fails to pass the exemption benefit to international
leisure tourist; or

fails to submit the required supporting document or
submit false document.

Tourism Levy Exemption Act of Bhutan 2018 3



Ag « N
YRR

g g nqa R
. agﬂ'n“]'ng'qqm'&fqm'ﬁ'ﬁm'
() RIAPANARRRAZUG FAFNFVAGFARA Ry
RN RN'%WQE'%ET B YFRINAEG R AT
(2) ﬂ‘g'ﬂﬂ"d@'ﬂm' ng&'an'amﬁ'z\i' na&‘né’a’{q@ QA
@q«’g:’qamﬁ' FRYE RGN AR
(2) qvg'ﬂﬂm@mm' ﬁﬁTRNWRN'%TR’NN' %E@ﬁ'fqa'%!q'@'i'

TR
A o H|
TR

i
go. ANIF N’f&@q't‘:\]«' AL B mn]'o\dq'asqu%q
PRAN DTy aZ A
() qsq@]aw'q%'q:'n“ﬁﬁ'ﬁ'th’iﬂa' ﬁ%ﬂ«"{q'ﬁ:&'qam'qx
A Rarwsa &q%‘
(2) iﬁ:«w:«@ﬁ%q'ﬁ' ﬁm’rﬁ&'ﬁq'r?]'a‘j/m@a'ngqqmu’
y FRFuaaaRagRgusy
() BRYRAR Asalqy§aaaqgaRaday A
SAARNR A FFANEE UGN WRE Ay

v v 'A
Slakakl

q§q"'t?"'q¢§'qﬂm'§'Q%'aﬁ' ﬁﬁ:«'ﬂ:«'ﬂﬁﬂﬁ&«' 3094 S| 2



Penalties
11. A person contravening Section 10 of Chapter 5 of this Act
shall be liable to:

(1) pay tourism levy for the exempted duration of the stay;
and

(2) fines as per the Rules and Regulations.

Chapter 6
Miscellaneous

Access to Information

12. The Toursim Council of Bhutan certified accommodation
providers or any other tourism service providers shall provide
or facilitate access to document or information required by
Tourism Council of Bhutan for monitoring and verification.

13. Relevant agency shall provide information to Tourism
Council of Bhutan regarding tourist entering to and exiting
from eastern circuit to facilitate monitoring and verification.

Force majeure

14. An international leisure tourist who fails to visit eastern
circuit due to force majeure shall be exempted from payment
of tourism levy.

Tourism Levy Exemption Act of Bhutan 2018 4
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Authoritative Text

15. The Dzongkha text shall be the authoritative text, if there

exists any difference in meaning between the Dzongkha and
English texts.

Rule Making Power

16. The Tourism Council of Bhutan shall frame Rules and
Regulations for the effective implementation of this Act.
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Definitions

In this Act the following terms shall have the meanings indicated
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

“Eastern Circuit” includes Lhuentse, Mongar, Trashigang, Trashi
Yangtse, Pemagatshel, and Samdrup Jongkhar Dzongkhags.

“Force majeure” means an event that is beyond the control
mainly caused by natural calamaties including but not limited to
road blocks, cancellation of flights, etc. as a result of which travel
itinerary cannot be followed.

“International leisure tourist” means the Nationals of Countries
other than Bangladesh, Maldives and India, paying minimum daily
package and taking a trip to a main destination outside his or her
usual environment for less than a year for holiday and leisure.

“Person” includes but not limited to licensed tour operator,
Tourism Council of Bhutan certified accommodation providers or
any other tourism service providers.

“Tourism levy” means USD 65 levied on international leisure
tourist per night halt which is also termed as Sustainable
Development Fee (SDF) in lieu of previously used terminology of
Royalty.

Tourism Levy Exemption Act of Bhutan 2018 6
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